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NEWS ARTICLE: Access North Georgia on May 10, 2010 
 
A warning for Oakwood businesses 
 

OAKWOOD-Oakwood City Council discussed what 
changes should be made to the city’s code to get business 
owners to pay their business taxes.  
 
Many Council members were adamant about making the 
penalties more severe.  
 
Mayor Lamar Scroggs shared with council members that 
he doesn’t want the new penalties to make business 
owners leave the city. However, he wants violators to be 
fined. Scroggs said, “It puts some teeth in it [the 
ordinance] for the staff to be able to go after those who 
just refuse, or just ignore what the ordinance and the law 
says.” 
 
The current ordinance gives businesses until February 15 
to renew until they incur a fee. The amendment would 
fine the business $25 after February 15, and then $100 
after April 1.  
 
City Attorney Donald Hunt said he will be looking in to 
how strick the city can go for the next Council meeting. 

Hunt said, “I will be looking into that as to weather we can do a cease and desist order where the 
city would go out there and notice them that they are going to close the door.” 
 
MORATORIUM ON THURMAN TANNER 
 
Oakwood City Council also approved a moratorium on development for land on or adjacent to 
Thurmond Tanner Parkway in Oakwood.  
 
According Hunt, the city is asking for the moratorium through December 15, when DOT will 
finish the road. This will ensure that new entries to Thurmond Tanner Parkway won’t be 
constructed until after the DOT has finished. Hunt also expressed that this gives clarity to citizens 
who might be waiting to hear back from DOT about a building permit.  
 
Planning and Zoning will continue to look at plans and even make recommendations but will 
refrain from approvals until December 15, 2010. 
 

 
Attorney Donald Hunt 

 
Mayor Lamar Scroggs 


